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Wherein is repreſented, 
he Faveral-Praſtices of the Heathens 
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By John Spunt, the meaneſt and uow 
; © Servant of the beſt and greateſt 
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To Mr. SA uur Power, Merchant 
of London, and bis Verinous Conſort, 
ny moſt e Friends and gene- 
ro 2e 


Honoured 1 1 , 


91 AD I not been (retarded in my deſign of 

ubliſhing this Diſcourſe by * 

WE N of Body, and Diſtractions of 

Mind too, it might have given you a ſea- 

ſonable Viſit for the Diverſion at leaſt, if not the 

alwaging of thoſe Sorrows which the Death of your 
dear BY 

ted to you: but the days 

ing being now ſo far. ſpent, I dare not offer theſe 

Pages to your view upon ſuch a pretence, left I ſhould 

be reply'd upon with that Smartneſs as the Trojan 

Embaſſadors were, who having long delay'd to comfort 

Tiberius for the Death of his Son Druſius, the old 


Gentleman requited their ſtale Complement with this 


cutting Repartee, viz. That he alſo ſympathized 
with them in the loſs of their brave Citizen 
Hector, who died above a thouſand Years before. And 
I myſt acknowledg, that my Dilatorineſs herein is the 
more culpable, ſince I am fo great a ſharer in your 
Loſs, being now'deprived of the beſt, ay, and kindeſt 
Friend that I ever had, without diſparagement be it 

A 2 ſpoken 


other, and my denke Friend () had crea- (Y) Mr. Robert 
your juſtifiable Mourn- San. Mer- 
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82 Fe- hom thoſe of 7 | 
ir. Boner, e. Page of my Catalogue, and their Names juſtly claim 


The Epiſtle Dalicatory. 
ſpoken to thoſe that yet remain, who yet have been 
generouſly kind, far beyond my Deſerts; among(t 
our Family () ſtand in the firſt 


a imity to the Imprimis. So that tho I am 
forced to quit the fore-mentioned Pretence, yet the 
Gratitude I owe you for all your many and great 
Favours, oblige me to rho you. with my firſt- 
fruit Offering, as a Teſtimony of thoſe unfeigned. |. 
Reſpefts I have for you, and to imbrace the firſt 


opportunity of telling the World how much I am 


engaged for ever to be, 


Stalbridg, Jan. 11, 1652. HonouredJ R * 
a 4 


Your Thankful and Obedient Servant, 


ne 


7. S. 
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| rowful ( ircumſtances, I have committed it to the 
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: de e en el 
Mourning Readers. 


Fter I had preached this Funeral Sermon, 
A the only ſurviving Siſter X of my de-"* Nun. R 
ceaſed Friend, requeſted a Tranſcript of . 
my Notes, a Work, tho tedious to me, yet the Re- 
ſpefs and Kindneſſes which I have received both 
rom her and her Husband , neceſſitated me to per- + Mr. Tuna 
form; which J had no ſooner began, but it came ne 
into my Mind, that if I took-a-little more paius to 
enlarge my Diſcourſe, it would be a means to divert 
my Thoughts . from the trouble of tranſcribing ; and 
having taken therein the Pains that were conſiſtent 
with that valetudinary State I have long been in, 
to prevent any further Trouble of that Nature, and 
in hopes of doing ſome Service to thoſe in their ſor- 


Preſs ; and tha J am conſcious of its Defeftiveneſs, 
yet conſidering that the true Nourner and the 
cenſuring Critick are ſeldom ( ompanions, I am 


not without Hopes that you will accept of the Sin- 
yy cerity 
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To the Mourning Readers: 
my Deſires, as an Atonement for the Weak- 
5 of my Endeavours to ferve you; and F in the 
"it, any comforting Thoughts ſhall ariſe in 
your diſconſolate Souls, give Gad the Praiſe, 
vouchſafe me your Prayers, who am, 
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he chinas @ourner comforted. 
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A. 


1 THESS. Iv. 13. 


But I would nat have you to be i rant, Brethren, 
cancerning them which are ed that ye ſorrow 
not, even as others which have no Hope. 


| F all temporal Loſſes, thoſe — deareſt Friends, and 
neareſt Relations, are hy all reputed the —— 
and ate produſtive oi the maſt imbittered Sor- 


rows; though the Poet tells us indeed, 
Majors domus temiti, aj ore — 
Plauer, mmm, %% frre (% 2 Juvin. 
| 13. 


Which by an od Yann 09 ona 25Þ 4435 


Our Friends and Off-ſpring to the Grave we bear, 
VViuh fer W trouble ere Healih we — 


g Aſflictions, even to a a Proverd ) 
— him of the loſs 


2 
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Rae 


Nature, that they pierce the Heart, and 


The Thaiſtian(Madrner Comfozted, 

this laſt News ; and laying aſide all other Thoughts, ave up 
himſelf to the moſt lamentable Sorrows, "tearing his Gar- 
ments, cutting off his Hair, he threw himſelf on the Ground, 


as having — Grief a free Dominion over him. It's ſtoried 
of Tymanthes a Grecian Paintetꝭ hes be was to reſemble the 


doleful Sacrifice of Iphigenia, that he drew a ſad Ajax, a 
mournful Viyſſes ;. but the Face of Agememnon the Father, he 
vailed with a Sable Curtain, as not being able to draw his 
Sorrows to the Life. But what need have I to ramble to 
ſuch diſtant Periods of Time for Inſtances of this Nature, 
ſince there are ſo many ſad and ſorrowful Ones that face me 
in this preſent Aſſembly ? Why are the Faces of our Mourning 
Friends, that e re while ſhined amongſt us, now clouded with 
Sorrow; and their Hearts that were filled with Gladneſs, 
now ſurcharged with Grief ? What mean the ſad Sighs, and 


trickling Tears that we this day have heard and ſeen amongſt 


them? Have they not, at ſome time or other, ſuſtained Lolle 
that haye been conſiderable ? And have their Sorrows ever 
arrived to that maturity, as now they are for the loſs of their 
Dear Relation, and our. Chriſtian Friend? -Griefs of this 
kind, Sorrows that ariſe from theſe Cauſes, and are preſt 
home by ſuch powerful Motives, are of ſuch a penetrating 
| pain the Bowels to 
that degree, that none can truly know but thoſe that feel 
them; and even they too, amidſt all 1 of Sorrows, 


labour under a poverty of Expreſſion : What, to have my fa- 
miliarand nt Friend, that was ſo lovely to mein Life, 


ſnatch*d from me by Death, ſo that I muſt ſee and converſe 
with him or her, in the Land of the Living, no more! O 
how extreamly afflicting are the thoughts of it, to loſe, not 
only a Friend, bat one that ſtuck cloſe to me- in my Straits, 
and aſſiſted me more faithfully than a Brother; an alter ego, 
a ſecond Self, a dear Husband, or a faithful and loving Wife, 
with whom I have lived ſo comfortably theſe many Years, 
who hath been a Partner with'me in my Griefs and Troubles, 
and was induſtrious to make me eaſy and happy in my Station; 
to loſe the ſociety of this Friend, not only for a few Days or 
Weeks, but for ever: O, all my days of Comfort are now 
expired, and I ſhall no morerejoice among the Sons of Men ; 
my Loſs is irreparable, my Grief is inexpreſſible. 2 
Loſs 


———_— 


The Chuan Youtner Comforxted. 
Loſs indeed is great, and your Sorrows without doubt are 
very grievous. 

Ho yer I would yl have you to 882 my mourning 
Brethren and Frie Concerning t who are aſteep, that 
ſorrow not even 4s others which have no | 15 

There are ſome who have ſtrained the Senſe of theſe 
words ſo far as to make them a prohibition of all Sorrow 
and Mourning at the Chriſtian Funeral. But if we take 
notice of the Apoſtle's manner of expreſſing himſelf, we 
ſhall find that tho he argues againſt immoderate and extra- 
vagant Sorrows, ſuch as thoſe of Heathens were, (with 
whom it ſhould ſeems the Chriſtianized Theſſalonians did too 
much ſymbolize) yet he allows moderate Sorrow on ſuch 
occaſions if he had not, then ſurely ke might eaſily have left 
his Opinion to the Church in more plain and expreſs terms, 
and he could have ſaid, I would not have you: 7 one 
Brethren, concerning them which are aſleep: that 
not at all, and this had been plain and obvious; een 
he ſaith, "that ye ſorrow not "as do others which have 
he ſeems to preſcribe to them the form and manner of their 
Funeral Sorrows; and intimates that they ought to be ſuch 
as - be-reconcilable to their Chriſtian Hope. 

> are four Topicks, or Heads of Diſcourſe, which theſe 
3 of the Apoſtle offer to our Conſideration, and which 
I ſhall make it ny buſineſs to enquite into. 


4. What the Funeral-Cuſtoms of the Heathens were, and 
after what manner they did expreſs their Sorrows for 
their deceaſed Friends, that you may ſee what reaſon 
oftle had to ibir the Imitation of them. 
Whether (as ſome have inſinuated from theſe words) 
'4e be unlawful for Chriſtians to bewail the Deaths 
of their Friends? and if upon a due ſearch it be found 
not to be unlawful, then I ſhall enquire, 
III. —_— _ what Conſiderations ſuch Sorrows 
0 may 
IV. What —— the right Knowledg and ſerious 


Conſideration of the State and Condition of deceaſed 
"five. hath to moderate the rows of thoſe that 
rvive. 


B l. What 


$© 
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The Chuan Pourver Ln 
1. Wbat the Funeral-Cuſtoms of the Heathens were, and 
after what manner they did expreſs their Sorrows ſot their 
geceaſed Friends. 1 * U 
And hexe, upon Examination, we ſhall find chat the Apoſtle's 
prohibition of them to Chriſtians is juſtaſtable on 2 threefold 


1. Becauſe they were ſuch as were indecent and un- 


ſeemly. 


(d) Herod. Ha- 
hcar, l. 2. 3. 8 f. 


e) Polydor. 
Virg. de in- 
vent. rerum, 
Bib. 6. p. 442, 


65 Honeſte & 


2. Exceſſiye, even beyond all the bounds that Moderation 
bad ſet them. 
3. Barbarous, and full of deteſtable Crucky. 


1. The Heathens, who were without hope, were wont 
to expreſs their Sorrows for their departed Friends in a very 
indecent and unſeemly manner, unbecoming Men, m 


more Chriſtians; they were ſuch 3s expoſed their Perſons 


to Reproach, and therefore were certainly inconſiſtent with 
the honourable Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. For Women up- 
on the Deaths of their Friends and Relations, to daub their 
Heads with Dirt, and to beſmeer their Faces with Mud, 
and Sy out with their naked Breaſts into the Streets weep- 


—— of themſelves in a ſad and doleful, and diſconſblate 


manner, on the other, as was the manner of the Ep prians 
eads, 


(6b); or for Perſons to tear off their Hair from their 

to rear and mangle their Cheeks until their Faces were go- 
vered with gore, as did not only the ancient Heathens, but 
ſome of later Ages £00 (). What uncomly; fights were 
theſe ? Such Funcral-Praftices' God particularly - cautioned 
the Jews againſt, as unbeſeeming the Fort and ſetled Gravity 
of that Relation they. ſtood in to him 3 Deut. 14. ver. 1. 
Ye are the Children of the Lord your God (d); ye ſhall not cut 


decenter vos your ſelves, nor makg any Baldueſs bot wem your Eyes for the Dead. 


ice: ut decet" Prohibition that extended to 


lios Dei. Box- 
Freriacs in loc. 


thoſe Methods which 
the Heathens took to deform themſelves in token of their 
Sorrow for: the Dead, which were various, as ſoratching 
their Cheeks with, their Nails, marking their Forcheads 
with hot Irons, ſlitxing their Noſts with Knives, and piercin 
their left Hands with Darts: They alſo ſhaved their Hea - 
an 


wailing on one ſide: And the Men along, 


* ms ru „ > „ 4 re © MM 


5 8 «A. all © _ﬀjOIOI oc DV a i = 


» WW hw) Xt 1} 


p_u—__ wy WOUy '3 ww .o.> 


The Chytim Bourner Comforted. 1 
und Beards (s) + all which were implicitly forbidden here, (/) Herod. 1is. 
and- more expreſly in Levi. rg. 27, 28. Te ſhalf net round + 1. 71. and 


— Corners of your Heads, neither ſhalt thou marre the Corners pfl Con. 
f 


Beard, Te ſhall not make cuttings im your F r 
thr 47 nor print any Marky apr yo am the fs 15 18 
for the cutting of their Hair, Tul tells us of Bion himſelf, | 
that he decided the Cuſtom in Agamemmn, accuſing his Cf) Feriade 
Folly therein, as if the ſhaving of his Head would any ways — 
relieve his grieved Soul (F). And for my own part, I —— — 
cannot ſee of hat uſe the ſhaving of the Head could be to evellere, quaſ 
thoſe Heatheniſſr Mourners, unleſs it were to cure them of calvicio me: 
thar Madneſs which put them upon ſuch odd and uncougti Ta 2 1 
practices. . A. . 3 

2. The Heathens were very exceſlive and extravagant, 
both as to the Time and Manner of their Funeral-Solem- 
nities; which the Roman Legiſlators (that were, or ought () Godwin. 
to have been atleaſt, the wiſeſt of them) ſaw but too great Rom. Antiq. 
cauſe to curb and reſtrain by the Authority of a Law (g). . 81, 

As for Time, tho commonly amongſt the Romans they 
mourned but ſeven or nine days, as appears by their Sepren- 
dial and Novendial, i. e. their Ren and nine days Sacrifice, 
which they offered to the Mami, or Ghoſts of the Deceaſed 
( yet the more ſcrupulons ſort contained their Mourning (b) Polydor. 
much longer. Dy the Laws of Numa, Women were wont V8 de in- 
to lament the, Deaths of their Husbands, Children, and jj"; . 4 
Parents a whole Year, which according to our Computation 
of Time, is ten Months; and Children that died from three 
to ten Fears of Age, their Parents might mourn for them 
as many Months as they had lived Years ; but if any Woman 
chanced to marry e the ten Months of mourning for 
her Husband were expired, ſhe was accounted infamous (i). (5) Polydor. 
And from this Law of Numa aroſe that diſtinction Vg. de in- 
which the Romans made between thoſe two words lugert J. G. ue 
ö the former ſigniſied no more than to mourn for 

part of the time preſcribed ; the latter to mourn 
out the full time (). There were others that protracted 2 
their mourning to a longer date, as Creſis is ſald to have Rom. Antiq. 
bewailed the Death of his Son the ſpace of two Years (1), C erod. li. 
The Romans had their Anniverſary Commemoration of 25 8 5 
| B 2 Dead, 


Dead, which were called Pærentalia, i. e. Feaſts or Banquets, 
| made at the Funerals or Tombs of Fathers, Mothers, or 
| other Friends that were dead; in compliance with which 
| Cuſtom of Kome Pagan, Rome Papal hath inſtituted thoſe two 
| annual Feſtivals, call d Al Saints and Al Souls. Methinks 

the riſe of them, as related by one that was Papiſt enough 

(m) Polydor. (m) is very comical. It ſhould ſeem there was an old Spaniſh 

Virg. de in- Monk, Odilo by Name, who proling into Sicily, happened to 

g rerun» come ſo nigh to the burning tna, & to bear the fiery Groans 

6. -443 of its urging Flames, which hideous Noiſe, by the | Power. of bis 

| Monkiſh Fancy, he was per ſmaded to believe could be nothing elſe 
| h but the Purgatorian Cries of unfortunate Souls, for the Prayers 
| and Sacrifices of Chriftians to reſcue and deliver them from 
thoſe Torments they there endured: whereupon he retires to bu 

Monaſtery, and prevails with bis Brethren to celebrate the firſt 

of November in honour of all Saints departed, hence called 

All Saints, and the ſecond of November, 0 perform the 

Rites and Services that were due to the Dead, (i. e. by the 

Authority of Popiſh, or rather Paganiſh Superſtition ) which 

was called Al Souls, But to return to my Deſign in hand, 

which is to ſhew, That the Heathens did exceed in 
the time of their ſorrowful Remembrances of the Dead, to 
| that degree as was not to be imitated. by thoſe who 
| were Heirs of the greateſt Hope; which is confirmed by 
the Obſervation that ſame have made of the difference 
between the Mournings of the Egyptian, and the Mournings 
| of Joſeph and his Brethren for Jacob; the former mourned 
| at moſt but for a Friend, and yet continued it for ſeventy 
| days, Gey. 50. 3. the latter for a dear Friend and near 
0 Relation, and yet continued it but for ſeven days, Cen. 50. 
; . ver, 10. "7 
1 As for the manner of their mourning, herein alſo theſe 
exceeded the bounds of Moderation. | 
The Greeks were wont, on ſuch Occaſions, not only (dv. 
| Kpug xtav). to ſhed Tears, which yet they did very Pence: 
IIy; but (utter) to cry out, to yell, making a diſmal noiſe 
| p xe the Iriſh Howl. Among the Romans, the Friends of the 
| Deceaſed bein ( together, made a dreadful Outcry, in 
hopes, if poſſible, to awaken the Dead; this they did ſeve- 
ral times, but when they ſaw there was no hopes of _ 
| ing 


The Chiiſttan-Yourner Comfotted.” 


being heard, they prepared the Corps for Burial this AQi- : 


on was called Conclamatio : and beſides the hideous Noiſes which 
were made by the Mourning Relations of the Deceaſed, to 
add a greater Solemnity to their Sorrows, they hired. certain 
Perſons, both Men and Women, to ſing and play with Inſt ru- 
ments, doleful Tunes about the Streets, and at the Mourners 
Houſes. A Cuſtom ſtill retained in ſome Countries. () 


137 


(*) Caſſanæi 


. Objeftion. But we find the Jews, as well as the Heathens, C*al. Gloriz 


did obſerve theſe Cuſtoms. Solomon tells us of the Mourners 

oing about the Streets, Ercieſ. 12, 5. And the Evangeliſt 
— of the Minſtrels playing in the Ruler's Houſe upon the 
Death of his Daughter, Au. 9. 23, &c. 

. Anſw. Before Life and Immortality were brought to light 
by the Goſpel, the Jews had not ſuch enlarged Hopes of the 
Reſurrection, and therefore were the more ceremonious in 
their Burials. 8 

Add hereto the Examples of their Heatheniſh Neigh - 
hours, that were without Hope, which had no ſmall influence 
upon them, and proved but too ſtrong a Temptation to them, 
not only to imitate the Heathens in theſe things, but in com- 
mitting even the moſt deteſtable Idolatries. 

Moreover. the Heathens were very extravagant in their Fune- 


ral-Expences. Alexander is ſaid by Plutarch, to have expended: . 


ten thouſand Talents at the Funeral of Epbeſt:ov. How great 
Riches are conſumed and ſpent in the Funerals of the Chinc ſes, 
is almoſt incredible; for belides that their Cothns are often 
of Gold or Silver, many Jewels and Precious Stones of great 


mundi, pars 2, 
Conſid. 5. 


value, are together incloſed with them (o). The Charges (% Marct. 
that ſome were at in erecting Monuments, were incomputa- Rite of Ku. 
ble z witneſs the Egyptian Pyramids, the Mauſoles and Laby- 74s, p. 24. 


rint he, all which were Tombs and Monuments of the Dead, 


as Hervetus in his Notes on Clem. Alexana. obſerves from Stra- (p)Clem. Alex. | 
bo, Pau ſanius, Diodorus (p). Herodotus ſpeaking of Aycerimus p. 56. in lit. (n) 


(ane ot the Kings of Egypt) his Pyramid, ſaith, That in it was 


buried more thouſands of Talents than Arithmetick could (4) Herod. lib 
afford Numbers to account (). Thus extravagantly expen- 2. p.45. 8.53. » 


fire were the Heathens in their Funerals. But for Chriſtiars, 
who know the Wants and Neceſſities of their living Brethren, 


and how great their Obligations are to relieve them, to laviſh - 


away: ſo much upon thoſe that are dead, who neither need it, 
ncr . 


14 Die Thule Poutner-Condkoxer. 
(Hoi profi- nor eam at all be profited by it, () this may look indeed 
N — the Dead, but is real Cruelty and In juſtice to 

e Living. 

Cans inn. The wild exceſſes of their Sorrows did not terminate here 
tium quam neither, but they proceeded to Acts of the greateſt Barbari- 
ſubſidia mor- ty and Cruelty, killing and murdering, not only Beaſts but 
bg is — Men too. Homer in relating thoſe Honours that were done 
N to the Body of Patrocius, tells us, That Achilles having or- 
dered the Army to be ranged in Battel - Array round about 
the Woodpile, in which the Body was to be burned, cauſed 
twelve young Gentlemen, Trojans, to have their Heads cut 
off, beſides a vaſt number of Oxen, Horſes, Sheep, Dogs, 
and other Beaſts, which were butchered; and their Bodies 
confuſedly laid about the Corps of his Friend; all which 
were conſumed amidft the lamentable Cries of the whole Ar- 
(5) Homulliad, my (2). Neither were the Scythians inferior to theſe in the 
Cruelties they acted at the Funerals of their Kings, who were 
wont to kill one of his Concubines, à Groom, a Cook, and 
a Letter- carrier, to accompany him to the other World : 
And upon the Anniverſary, or return of the Year, they flew 
(i) Herod.1.4. fifty young Gentlemen, and ſo many brave Horſes, and ſo 
p-282.n.71,72 continued their Mourning (e). A Cuſtom yet remaining in 
( Benedict. ſome barbarous Nations of the World ( And from theſe 
5 , inhumane Practices, the Ludi Honorarii' amongſt the Romans 
[Loi * 53* derived their Original, wherein they did, by Fencing and 
| Sword-playing, kill and deſtroy one another, as being per- 
| | ſwaded that the ſhedding of Man's Blood at the -Burial of 
YT * Godwin, their Friends, would be propitiatory for the Soul deceaſed(w). 
| Af. Theſe were unqueſtionably the Devices of Satan, ( ſaith 
P- ** Aretins) who is greatly delighted with Blood and Murder, 
(+) Loc. com. and therefore is by our Saviour faid' to he „ Adwrderer fp 
p.532. Col. 2. the Beginning, John 8. 44. (x). Theſe Reaſons are, I hope, 
ſufficient to warrant the Apoſtle's prohibition in the Text, 
Cvix.) That ye ſerrow not, evin 44 di others which haue no' 
Hope. | oO | 2 | 


I proccec therefore, 


II. To enquire; Whether: (as ſome Have inſſnuated from 
* 1 » = theſe- 
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theſe words) it be law ful ſot Chriſtians to bewail the Heath 
of their Friends at all. | 

Though ( as I have ſhewa already) the Text muſt be ex- 

treamly tortured, before it can be made to ſpeak this Lan- 

e ʒ yet for the ſatisfaſtion of thoſe ho are apt to offer 

Violence to Truth and Nature too, 1 have variety of 

Fo = to produce for the ſilencing of this their Stoical 

n. 


1. Tho Mourning for the Dead, under the Levitical Law, 
was eſteemed a Legal Pollation-or Uncleanneſs, yet the Prieſts 
who were obliged to extraordinary Purity, were allowed to 
mourn for their neareſt Relations, Levit. 2 1. 1, 2, 3. On 
which the Learned Millet makes this Obſervation; The Pro- 
feſion then of Religion, doth not extinguiſh natural AﬀeRi- 
on; and our Saviour reproveth the Scribes, who under co- 
tour of Religion. and offering to the Altar, taught the Peo- 
ple to neglect their Parents, Aar 7. 11. | 

2. The Apoſtle exhorts Chriſtians, as to rejoire with them 
that do rejoice; ſo alſo te weep with them that weep, Rom. 12. 
15. Some think, that he alludeth to the two Gates in Solo- 
man's Temple; at the one whereof they entred that were 
to be married, — — merry; at the other, 
— — — — 
the ot the Fal theſe were always ſad a | 
mournful () But bomever in the words the Apoſtle con- (0 Aſn. . 
demneth Stoical Stupidity and Apathy; and therefore I think (3) Cum fin- 
that St. Cyprian's Compaſſion is a practical Comment on the gun pettus 
Text, (z) © I partake in every Man's Grief, and am as much meum copulo, 
« affected and afflicted; as if it were my own Caſe. Now if TErotis fr f. 
it be lawful for us to join with others in Mourning, then ſure- wee 
ly it is not unlawful for them to mourn. But, — ; 4,20 

3. We are prompted to it by the Examples of great and plangentibus, 
worthy Perſons, renowned for their Religion and Wiſdom, plango 3 cum 
whom we cannot with Modeſty accuſe of Ignorance changes 
ar Sin in the caſe. | Thus Abraham, the Father of the Faith. © c. 
ful, upon the Death of his Wife Sarab, gots to mourn over 
her Corps at Hebron, Gen. 23. 2. according to the Cuſtom 
which then was, and after continued among the Jews, which john 11. 318 
was to weep a certain time at the Bodies or Graves char 

Dead. 


„ 
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Dead. Jacob mourns ſor his loſt! 'Foſeph many Years, Ce 
37. 34- And if we may credit Interpreters, he continued his 
Mourning for him until he came to the knowledg of his being 
alive, which was about two and twenty Years; and though 
the peculiarity of his Circumſtances might juſtify the pro- 
traction of his Sorrows, yet they were not ſach as made 
him altogether unexemplary unto others. The I1/-aclites 
mourned for Aaron thirty days, Numb. 20. 29. The like 
Mourning they made for Moſes in the Plains of Moab, Deut. 
34. 8. All Judah and Fernſatem bewailed the Death of Fo- 
ſiah, for whom the Prophet Feremiah compoſeth a mournful 
Elegy, 2 Chron. 3 5+ 24. 25. po ls | 
In the New Teſtament, Mary, and even Chriſt himſelf, mourn 
for Lazarw, John 11. 33, 35. The faithful Chriſtians ſo- 
lemnly buried Stephen with great Mourning, Act, 8. 2. Since 
therefore we have the practice and Example of Old and New- 
Teſtament Believers.for out Warrant; and even Chriſt him- 
ſelf not only not xeproves, but by his own Example approves 
it; we then may conclude,” that moderate Mourning for 
the Dead, is a pious Office not to be neglected even by Chri- 
ians. 0 
God threatens it as a ſevere Puniſhment to Jehorakim, that 
he ſhould die unlamented, and be buried in an undecent and 
Jer. 22.18. contemptihle manner, none attending him to his Grave, or 
mmamaourning for him. A Judgment which d Jews did greatly 
dread, as appears by their Litam, wherein they deprecated 
four things. 32 2403 


1. The Circomeifion of: kh Loris 


— 2, T he Religion of the Sam 
3» The of the Uncircumciſed. 


So pa 
1 4. The Burial of Fehoi alim. 


Ezek. 24. 16, And the Reaſon why God commands the Prophet Ezekzel 
17. not to mourn in che Funerals of his Wife, was, that it might 
be a typical Inſtruction of the Rebellious Iſraclitas, in che 

nature of their diſmal enſuing Fate, ho were to periſh and 

de deſtroyed at that rate, as that there ſhould not one ſur- 
vie to bewail their Deſtruction and Ruin. But if Mourn- 
52 ing 


ing at Funerals be unlawful, then ſurely. the ſormer muſt be 
an empty Threat, and the latter an improper Type. 

4. Funeral Sorrows are a Debt due to Nature; and we of- 
fer Violence to the one, when we totally ſuppreſs the other. 
Nature requires, that when theſe Plants are ſown in Cor- 
ruption, they ſhould be watered; with Showers of Tears: 
And Grace deſtroys not; Nature, but regulates it; nor Rea · 
ſon, but rectiſies it; nor takes away Affections, but mode- 
rates them: Affections are good, when ſet upon right Ob- 
jects, and kept within due Bounds; and this Chriſtianity doth 
teach, and Grace doth effect: And to mourn for the Dead, 
eſpecially the Dead in the Lord, is a Duty that both Nature 
and Grace teach, and God requireth. (4) 


5. The Company and Converſation of dear Friends, and 


near Relations, do contribute more to our preſent Comfort 
and Happineſs, than any temporal Enjoyment beſides, even 
in a delightful Paradiſe; that Adam ſhould be without the 
ſociety of an obliging Friend and ſuitable CG ion, was 
that which rendred his Happi there-imperfedt and in- 
compleat. God himſelf, lo upon the review of the othet 
parts of the Creation, pronounced them very good, when 
he ſaw Adam deſtitute of Company, ſaid, Je i not good that 

the Man ſhould be alone, and therefore refolyes maki 
4 Help-meet: for hin, Now fat us to be inſenſi 
con 470 Rleſſings and Pledges of Divine Favour, beſpeaks 
us to be guilty of foul Ingratitude, which is very dif 
unto Cod; for can we delight in, and be t for a 
Mercy, when enjoyed by us, and not miſs it when removed 
from us ? Surely what is enjoyed with Pleaſure and Thank- 
fulneſs, muſt needs, when loſt, be afflicting and trouble ſome 
to . But I may have occaſion to ſptak more of this after- 
wards, I ſhall only anſwer an Objection or two, and ſo paſs 

on to the third-Enquiry;” : Vo i 

Object. 1, Thoſe that lament the loſs of 3 
and Relations, ſeem 42 be diſturbed and df) with 
the Will of God, and to contradict their daily Prayers for 
God hath appointed for Adem once te die, and we are bid to 
prays that Cod i may be done in Earth, at it is in Heaven. 
therefore ſince the Death of our Friends and Rela- 
tions 
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tions are the Diſpoſals of his Pleaſare, our being grieved and 
troubled for them, is a ſign that we are diſſatisfied with the 
wiſe Diſpoſals of Providence, and unwilling that our Devo- 
tions ſhould be accepted. 

Anſw. 1. As *tis the Will of God that our Friends and 
Relations ſhovld die, ſo tis his Will and Command that we 
ſhould perform all the Offices of Humanity towards them 
even when they are dead, amongſt which this is not the 
leaſt, that we bedew their Hearſe with our Tears, as hath 
been already proved. | 

2. God, whoſe Will and Pleaſure it is that our Friends 
ſhould die, hath ordained that it ſhould be grievous and 
afflicting to us, that it is not only an Effect and Product of 
Sin to but to us, who y are deprived of the 
Comfort and Benefit of their Company and Society, and 
therefore our being troubled and grieved for it, conſidered 
abſolutely and in it ſelf, is no more contradictory to the 
Will of God, than our mourning for thoſe Miſeries that 
occur to us from a conſuming Famine, the raging 'Peſti- 
lence, or deyouring Sword, are equally the Appoint- 
ments of 'Heaven as the other. 

Object. 2, But all things ſhall work together for the good 
of them that love and fear God even all- thoſe Providences 


which are ſo afflicting to Senſe, and to Reaſon, that 
they ſeem to be us, ſhall in the appear to have 
been very ſervi for the K our laſting Com- 

we not ſilence our preſent 


fort and Joy z and why then 
Grief ? 


Anſw. Two things are to be conſidered by us in the Death 
of our Friend. CIS 7 211 

1. The preſent and immediate Loſs we thereby ſuſtain 
and endure. * a q 52 s! 

2. The deſign of God in this afflicting ſtroke, which by 
Faith we apprehend will be proſitable and advantagious to us 
for the future, but how or which way, we are for the preſent 
ignorant of. * X 

No as for the former, vic. our preſent Loſs and Damage 
that we ſuſtain by their Deaths, a Senſe and Perception of 
it is congenial with us, and tis that which God hath * 
nally 
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nally placed in our Natures ; Now Faith doth not deſtroy 
our Feeling, neither are our ſorrowful Reſentment of Loſſes, 
which are natural concluding en of our Iufidelity 
and Diſtruſt of the Sufficiency, of God's Wiſdom; Power 
and Goodneſs to make theſe Providences to iſſue in our 
final Comfort and Joy. Having thus anſwered theſe Ob- 
jections, I come now to the third Enquiry, viz. 


III. Upon what Conſiderations the ſorrowing for the 
oaths our Friends may be juſtifiable z and they are ſuch 
as theie. 

1. The Conſideration of the original Cauſe of Death, an 
account of which the Apoſtle gives us, Rom. 5. 12. Where- 
fore as by one Man Sin entred into the World, and Death by 
Sin; aud ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, for that all have 
ſianed. Had Sin been kept out of the World, Death had 
never entred in; had it not been for Sin (my Brethren ) 
we ſhould never have had ſuch ſorrowful occaſions of our 
aſſembling of our ſelves together, as we have had, as now we 
have this day, or as we may yet have: we may go to the 
Sepulchers of all our deceaſed Friends, who ar@there ſlee 
ing in Duſt, and ſay, had it not been ſor Sin, theſe wou 
never have been reduced to this dark and ſilent State. And 
can we withidry Eyes and unrelenting Heads, look on the 
diſmal Tragedies that Sin hath, and. ſtill is acting in the 
World? Can we behold the ſad Effects of it, even in the Deaths 
of our own dear Friends and Relations, and not be touched 
with it? Hath Sin brought forth the deadly Decree a- 
gainſt all Mankind, -and-ſball we not be moved at it? Where 
then are the tender Reſentments of the compaſſionate 
Chriſtian ? 

2. Our Sorrows may be juſtified from a conſideration of 
our own both Spiritual and Temporal Intereſt and Ad- 
vantage, which is much impaired and greatly prejudiced by 
the Death of our Friends; for hereby we loſe the benefit 
of their good Counſels, wholſome Inſtructions, earneſt . 
Prayers, and endearing Society : And by this means our 
Worldly Concerns are many times brought to a ſtand ;, ſo 
that the removal of a diligent Husband, a careful Wite, an 
| C 2 obedient 


Sen. 39.3 


Gen. 19. 
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obedient Child, or faithful Servant, out of a Family by 
Death, proves oftentimes like the pulling of a Stone out of a 
well-buitr Arch, 31 rs the fall of all the reſt. Add 
hereto the Conſideration of our manifold Demerits and 
great unworthinefs of ſuch * Bleſſings, by reaſon of our mul- 
tiplied Sins that we have been guilty of; whereby God is 
provoked to remove and take away theſe Comforts from us. 
— therefore we may lawfully follow the Hearſe of our dear 
end lamenting, O what à Bleſſing have my Sins robbed 
me of! O my Iingratitude and Unthankfulneſs, my Pride and 
Paſſion, l and Earthly-mindedneſs, my Care- 
leſneſs and Neglipence, what and how great is the Injury that 
yqu have done me! For you it is that God is angry with 
me, for your ſakes he hath ſent Death to viſit my Habita- 
tion, and to carry my Friend that was the light of my Eyes 
the joy of my Heart, captive to the dark and diſmal 
rave. Sarely, my Brethren, there are none of us but upon 

2 diligent ſearch of our Hearts and Ways, may find enough 
to 3j ſuch a Lamentation, when we accompany the 
Co of our Chriſtian Friends to the pit of Cor- 


O that upon a ſerious revĩewal of our pro- 
jght-be ſd kind eo our ſelves as to look 
res and Ways for the future, leſt worſe 


leſſings 
bave deſcended on Families, Cities and King too, 
by the Prayers and preſence even of one righteous Perſon ? 
for the ſake of one pions and devout Foſeph, how wonderful 
did the Family of Potiphar flonriſh and proſper ? Whilſt one 
— — Lot remains in Sodom, contending Judgments are 
unable to gain the Victory over ſuch a ſinful rebellious City. 
One godly Elijah becomes the Strength and Protection of a 


2 Kings 2. 1a. whole Kingdom, and is no leſs than the Chariots of Iſraol, 


and the Horſnten thereof. In ſhort, all the Kingdoms and Na- 
1 tiqns 
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tions of the World owe their ſtanding to _ OY People 
that are therein; and were it not for theſe, would foon 
cut the Work ſhort in Righteouſneſs; they muſt needs there- 
fore be bad Men who are not ſadly affected at the Death of 
good Men (b). That the Righteous ſhould' periſh, and no 
Man lay it to Heart hath cauſed ſuch a black Mark to be 


fixed on the Jews as will never be wiped off fo long as Eliſh. Lamene. 
Iſa. 57. 1. ſhall eſcape the Fate of a Divine Index Expur- P. 26. 


gator, _ | 

(2.) If they are ſinful and wicked, ſurel this muſt needs 
accent our Sorrows for their Death: What] is my Husband, 
my Wife, my Child, my Brother or Siſter dead, and yet too 
in a ſtate of Sin and Ignorance? What! are they gone 
down to the Grave, where there is no Wiſdom, nor Coun- 
ſel, nor Operation, where there are na awakenin ; Sermons, 
preached; no earneſt Calls to Repentance, no Means nor 
Opportunities afforded them to work cut theit Salvation! 
Nay, are they not gone to the awful Tribunal of the juſt 
and righteous God, who will by no means quit the guilty ? 
O what will their Condition be ' for ever! bow ſad and 
dreadful, how wretched and miſerable to all Eternity! Such 
Conſiderations 28 theft ( tis chouzht by ſome) gave Life 
and Vigor to the Sorrows of Dh for the Death of h 
ungracious Son Abſalom, whom he too ſadly” lamented, 
2 Sam. 18. 33. Aud the King was much moved, and went up 
to the Chamber over the Gate, and wept 5 and ad he went, thus be 
ſaid, O 7 Son Abſalom, my Son, my Son Abſalom ! would 
God I bad died for thee, O Abſalom, my Sen, my Son! q. d. 
Could poor Abſalom have lived to have repented of his Sim 
and Diſobedience, I ſhould have been glad, tho I had re- 
ceived the fatal Javelin that diſpatched him into my own 
Bowels; but alas he is dead, and I fear damned too“ O 
Abſalom my Sen, my Son! And here I cannot but think it 
both ſeaſonable and neceſſary to caution all that ſhall' read 
this Sermon, whoever dad dg be, that Jet own Neglect 
F un Soprce and Spfing 
of ſuch overſſowing Sorrows. Sirs, Whilſt your ungodly” 
Friends live and converſe with you, many fair Oppor- 


tunities offer themſelves, wherein yon may be ſerviceable - 
to 
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to help forward their Converſon and Return to God ; but if 
you triſſe them away till the Devil hath done his worſt with 
them; and Death hath. confined. them to their eternal Lot, 
you will have cauſe enough not only to mourn for them, 
when you ſhall be able to help and aſſiſt no more, but for 
your ſelves too, at whoſe Hands God will require the Blood 
of their neglected Souls. ge 

In theſe caſes it may he lawful for us to mourn at the 
Funerals of our deceaſed Friends and Relations: But bleſſed 
be God, this: laſt aggravating, Circumſtancę bath no place 
amongſt the Motiyes of our Sorrow this day for tho 
we are met together to lament our Loſs of a dear Chriſti- 
an Friend, yet not her Miſery; the cauſe of our Grief, is 
matter of her Joy and Triumph; ſhe having with A 
choſen the better part in her life-time, hath. not at her 
Death given. us cauſe. to ſorrow for her, as thoſe that 
have, no; Hope, which makes. it, but ſeaſonable for me to 


cada 2 ! Y 


IV. And laſtly, What Tendency the right Knowledg and 
ſerious Conſideration of the State and Condition of our 
deceaſed Chriſtian Friends hath to mitigate, our Griefs, and 
en our Sorrows for them; and this will be evident, 
It WE,conuder, mal w | 

Fir, What this World is, that they who have died in the 
Lord, and are now ſleeping in Jeſus axe removed from; 
and here let us not view it as it appears to the blinded 
Apprehenſions, and depraved Judgments of deluded World- 
lings and ſenſual Men, but as. repreſented to our Faith by 
the e of the God ;of Truth, which diſcovers 
it to | | 

1. A World of Sorrow and Miſery, wherein it is as na- 
tural for a Man to conyerſe with Sorrows, and conflict with 
Difficulties, as for any Property to tend to its Subject. Man 


(HAI to Job) i born to trouble, 4 the Sparks fly. up- 
wards, Job 5. 7. Witch Fab blnlf confirms. when Be to 8 
us, Man that is born of a Woman, % of few Days, and full of 
trauble, Job 14. 1. 4. 4. Man is born of a Woman, and as he 


hath received Being, ſo he hath derived Weakneſs from her 
| an 
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and his ſhort Life is ſubject to many Cares and Diſtractions. 
Our early Cries and Tears at our Birth, evidence how ſoon 
we are called to act our ſorrowful Parts in this Worlds Tra- 
gedy : The obſervation of which, I ſuppoſe, gave occaſion 
to that Expreſſion of the Heathen, (wviz.) Life and Sorrow are 


T wins, which are coeval (c): And as our entrance into, this () A. ist 
World is obviated with Miſeries, ſo during our continuance ovyſwis 7 aus 
here, they become our inſepatable Companions, Which are ** 5 lh 


ſo far from decreaſing, that they multiply with our Years, 
even in the Perfection and Ripeneſs of our Age. When 
we have ſhaken off the Infirmities of Infancy, and have 
waded through all the Hazard and Miſthiefs it, youthful 
Precipitancy expoſed us to, we find our ſelyes no leſs miſerable 
than we were before, having only exchanged our Exils 
and Troubles for thoſe that are more burt henſom and 
intolerable. St. Paul's Catalogue of Miſeries with a very ſmall 
varĩat ion may be accommodated to our States, Now we are in 


.- 


ſournyings often, in Perils of Watts, in Perils of Robbers, in 
Peril by our own Country-men, in” Peril in the City, in Perils —— I 


in the Country, in Perils by Enemies, in Perils by falſe Brethren ; 
in Wearineſs and Painſueſe in Watchings often, in Hunger 
and Thirſt, in Sickneſs often, in Feat Cold. Beſides the 7 
things which are without, that which comath upon us daily, the 
care of all our Families, wherein who is Weak, and we are not 
weak? who i in wan, and we fiel it not? with a large 
& cetera, oem las ms ne a 

Neither is this our Lot as Men only, but even as Chri- 
ſtians; we are not exempted from thoſe common Calami- 
ties and Tronbles that befal a miſerable World. Man is 
born to Trouble, and the Chriſtian, tho regenerate an 
born again, is not freed from It: for tho he hath a | 
hopes of Heaven and everlaſting Glory, yet 1. . pores 
leads him through many Tribulations. As for the Goot 
we meet withal in the World, it is ſuch as ſerves but to 
give us a quicker taſte and truer reliſh of the Evil that ac- 
companieth it. And commonly (faith one) if we have but 
one good meal of Delight and Comfort, we” muſt walk in 
the ſtrength thereof many days ; and having nothing ta feed 
vpon but Trouble and Diſcontent, loſe the Pleaſure 57 
4 times 
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g times with Grief and Croſſes, Fefore o our r Comforts. be 2gain 
(4) Downam's Ferigwed (d). This is the ſtate and condition of thoſe thar 
TT 3 live ia this miſerable World, and is it not a happineſs to 
Edit, be frecd from 4 ? Why, Death hath done this kind Office 
for gur Nan Friend, and Raced ber there where 
we i ar teſt fro Dh free "Tong, | om 85 out of 
i 0 the 171 2 of alt . reach of all Nan- 
ger- Methinks. t 7860 po 1 for 1 own Lols, yet 
you | Do not regen to rejoyce in your Friend's Hap- 

pine 

2, ' Conſider tis a World of Sg, and Wickedneſs that 
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Ci) Ninil aliud 52 8 Note is Tok. he. wh 5 World. before 
eſt rorus mun- © rſion is no better than a filthy Hogſty, an a naſty 
dus ante con- « Keqneto mad Dogs. And is this a fit place, or ſutable 


verfionem, m- or hol ts 0 ive in, and converſe always with ? 

fi ut hara por- J 1 lt n 
r e beider ae er belcheth out daily 

— | in our Tee, 2} rer Fanien Perg ee hat are 


rum cam. caſt on the hal) Vajs and People of God f to ſee Godꝰs ſo- 
len Sabbaths profancd, his ſacred Ordinances contemned 
and lighted by a careleſs mad World ? to ſee the good Crea- 
tures of God offered up as — Tor — 4 to devilidh Luſts, 
; by ſenſual brutiſh Sinners, muſt needs bę yery troubleſome 
to the and E es of 1 new Sec e; Fo 1 ch * 
that righteous Lot vexed his Soul from 1 to day 

z pet. a. 8. abode in E that Sink of Sin and ee *. = 
this capſe the a, cries out, Ve is me, that ] ſojourn 

+ pal. 120, . in Meſetl, and that I dwell in the Tents A Kedar . More- 


er, our ho elves wü ine were. here, 

ere Fes ng 1 ee, 1 whereof they 

f bd doubted; their Enemies, * "World, and 

tan from without often aſſaulted them; the remainders of 

unſubdued Corruprigns In from within perplexed them, With 

their Struglin ivings there, they met with ſuch Re- 

licks of Atheiſm, Infidelity, 1g 575 rance and Frides Hypo- 

criſy, Deadnefs and For 3 5 they Were of den ready 

to cry Me not 9 wh with the e 2 8 

that I an, wha ſhall deliver me? but, O, when bal woke 
eliver 
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their peace: There are no 
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delivered from this Body of Sia? And now God hath 
anſwered their earneſt Prayers, and made Death to ac- 
compliſh their paſſionate Wiſhes z Have you not cauſe of Joy 
in your greacelt ſadacſs for them ? 


2. Conſider what that Warld is to which Death hath 
conveyed them: though indeed all good Chriſtians are 
not in ſuch a ready and prepared frame, as to deſire to 
be preſently diſſolved z yet all that are truly ſuch, are 
in a ſafe and ſecure State, and are fo far ready, that Death 
Hall per them into bl Eternity, where their Facul- 
ties be advanced, and rendred capable of enjoying a 
Happineſs z the lively thoughts of which are ſo tranſpor - 
ting, that imbodied Souls are too narrow to contain 
them. Such is the happy State of Holy Souls that are 
now in Heaven, that nothing adverſe or troubleſome can 
befal them, but a happy period is put to all their Sor- 
row : There*s no dolorous Pain, decaying Sickneſs, or diſ- 
eaſeful Malady; there's no ſweating, hor toiling, either 
to obtain or ſecure their Happineſs z no danger of Thieves 
that will plunder them; no Fear that the Sons of Violence 
from without, or that falſe Brethren within, will diſturb 
ſtormy Paſſions amongſt thoſe 


1] bleſt Inhabitants to render them uneaſy: There are no 


Cavilings nor Diſputi 
tuous Factions, no 


no furious Parties, nor tumul- 
ritable Cenſures, or unjuſt Re- 


| proaches but all is as calm and ſerene, as ſweet and har- 


| monious, as perfect Love and peaceful Union can make 


it: There all Complaints of impure Hearts, and imper- 
fect Graces, ceaſe. In ſhort, bleſt and bright Dwel- 


: 


; 


lers that there reſide, are totally freed from all deſiling Sin 


and diſtracting Miſery. 


Moreover, ſo abundant is the Satisfaction, Content, and 
joy of Holy Souls in Heaven, that it will not admit of 
any craving Deſires aſter more: there they enjoy the 
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The Thuttian Pourner Comfotted. 
the preſence of their King and gracious Redeemer, em- 
bracing them with 'moſt tender affection; there they en- 
joy the Company of Holy Angels, and of the juſt made 
perfect, and are careſſed with all the Endearments of thoſe 
Heayenly Lovers. O glorious State! O bleſſed Society! 
And Have we the comfortable Hopes, that our departed 
Friend is got ſafe thither, and makes up the number of 
thoſe rejoicing Souls? Ceaſe then to weep, ſhall I ſay ? 
No, no, weep on, weep on for Joy. It is ſtoried of Cle- 
ombrotus, that having read Plato's Book of the Immorta- 
lity f the Soul, he went to the top of a Wall that boun- 
ded the Sea, and from thence committed himſelf to the 
Waves, that he might haſten his eſcape to that immortal 
State. Surely, were we not ſluggiſh in our Apprehenſi- 
ons of that bleſſed Immortality, that Death hath tranſ- 
mitted our dear Friend to, the chearful thoughts of it 
would ſilence our complaining Sorrows, and make us rea- 
dy to beſpeak our ſufviving Friends, as 'Thomas did his 
Fellow-Diſciples, when the News was brought to them of 
Lazarm his Death; Let us alſo go, that we may die with 


Objett, Our deceaſed Friends are but in part poſſeſſed of 
this Happineſs ; for though their Souls are now trium- 
phing in Light, their Bodies are lodged in the dark Grave, 
where Corruption ſeizeth'on them, and the ſaucy Worm in- 
fulteth over them, where they. muſt be ſcattered, mingled 
and confounded with the Duſt we tread on. | 


- Anſw. This is true indeed z but the trouble of our Thoughts 
about this will be abated, if we conſider, 


3. And laſtly, That when our Holy Friends and Relati- 
ons die, and their Bodies are laid in'the Duſt, yet there they 
ſhall reſt in ſure and certain hope of a bleſſed Reſur» 
rection to eternal Life; for their Redeemer liveth, and he 
ſhall ſtand at the latter Day upon the Earth: And ' though 
Hier their Skin, Worms deſtrvy their Body, yet in their Fleſh 

all they ſee Go; whom they ſhall ſer for themſelves; and their 
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Zyel. ſhall. behold, and not others for them, though their Reine be 


conſumed within them. This we all own to be a neceſſary Ar- 
ticle of our Creed: And for the Confirmation of our Faith 


herein, God ſhall: afford us natural Reſemblances of it, 


every Morning, and every Spring (f), And the Inſtances 
that are given us of God's Power and Wiſdom, are ſuch, 
as may remove all Doubts of its being feaſible: For can 
this be thought a Task too difficult - for that God, who 
by an All- powerful Fiat, impregnated the barren Womb, of 
Nothing, with a vaſt World ? Is it not as eaſy for him to 
inſpire our ſleeping Duſt with active Life and vigorous Mo- 


tion, as it was to write all our Members in his Book, which Pal. r 


in continuance he faſhioned, when as yet there was none 
of them? (g) Or hath he knowledg and skill to tell the 


number of the Stars, and to. call them all by their Names, pal. 147. 4: 


D 2 Which 


() Dubitabirur, credo, de Dei viribus, qui tantum corpus hoc Mundi 
de eo, quod non fuerat non minus, quam de morte vocationis, & inanitatis 
impoſuit auimarumq; ſpiritu omnium animarum animatore, ſignatum & 
ipſum humanæ Reſut rectionis exemplum, in teſtimonium nobis. Lux quo- 
tidie interfecta reſplendet, & tenebræ pari vice decedendo ſuccedunt, 
ſydera deſuncta viveſcunt, c Total. Apol; ad verſus Gent. lib. cap. 43. 

Quippe etiam terr# de Cœlo diſciplina eſt, arbores veſtire poſt ſpolia, 
flores denuo colorare, herbas rurſus imponere, exhibere eadem, quæ 
abſumpra ſunt ſemina, nec prius exhibere, quam aſſumptaQuodcunque 
invencris, fuir, quodcunque amiſcris, nihil non iterum eſt, omnia in 
ſtatum redeunt, cum abſceſſerint. Ideo finiuntur ut fiant, nihil deperit 
ni ſi in ſalutem. Totus igitur hie ordo revolubilis rerum, teſtatio eſt Reſur- 
rectionis mortuorum. Teytul. in lib, de Reſurredt. f. 45. 

Tora hujus mundi adminiſtratio, teſtinonium 2 Reſurrectionis ſuturæ. 
Videmus certe hycmis tempore vcl adventu, arbores ſpoliari pomis, nu- 
dari ſoliis, ſed cas rurſus verno tempore ſpeciem Reſurrectiot is ex- 
primere, quæ primo Hue incipiunt turgere iu gemaus, tunc ornati 
foliis & tloribus, & poflmodum pomis gravaii, Gg. Auguſt, Sem. 34. dt 
verbis Apoſt, | 

(e) Qui ergo nihil ſueras, priuſquam efſes, idem nihil ſactus, cum ee 
defieris, cur non poſlis eſſe rut us de nihilo euſdeos autorts voluntate, qui 
te voluit ex nihilo? Quid novi tibi eveuicrt? qui non ctas, factus es, cum 
ite rum 
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#,quires, qua fies, & tamen facilus uriq. fies, 


mur, que erit ad vitam, non ad judicium. Auf. is Jan, 
cf. 11, 


which are fo confuſed and ſcattered in the Sky ? and fhaff 
it fail him to count our ſcattered Duſt in the Grave, to 
range and difpoſe the various Parts of our diſſolved Bo- 
dies, into their due Situation and Order, and to reduce 
them into a temper fit to diſcharge vital Functions? 
Beſides, we have manifeſt Experiments of the Reſurrection, 
(b) as the raiſing of the Ruler*s Daughter which had been 
but newly dead; the Widow's Son of Naim, as he was 
carrying to Burial z and of Lazarus, after he had been 
lodged in the Grave three days: And a more remarkable 
Inſtance than any of theſe, was that of our Saviour 
Death, concerning which the Evangeliſt tells us, Tb m- 
Tombs wire opened, and many es. of Saints that had 
F Shure „ aroſe; and coming out of the Tombs, after our Savi- 
ours Reſurrettion, entred into the Holy City, and did appear 10. 
many, But above all, our Lord's own Reſurrection is an un- 
control. 
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* non eris, ſies. Redde rationem, fi pores, 
non difficile factus, quod nunquam fuiſti aliq 
Ae Gent. lib. cap. 43. : 

Si iterum dubitas, quomodo poſſis reparari poſt mortem, reſtirui poſt 
eineres, & oſſa conſumpta. O homa ! fi dicere velimus, quid fuiſti anre- 
quam in utero matris concipereris ? nihil urique, Deus ergo qui ce crea- 
vir ex nihilo, nonne facilius poteſt facere, ante jam fuir, qui potuit 
creare quod non fujr ? Qui te ex in liquoris in tuæ matris 
utero in nervos, venas i oſſa juſſit excreſcere- porerit, mihi erede, de 
utero terræ iterum generare. Avg. de pit. lib. 2. cap. 2. ü 


() Andiviſtis enim quod Dominus Jeſus mortuum ſuſcirevie. Sufficic 
tibi, ur ſcias, quia ſi veller, omnes mortuos ſuſcitaret: & hoc quidem 
ſibi ad finem ſeculi ſervavit. Nam quem audiviſtis miraculo 
quatriduanum mortuum ſuſcitaſſe de ſepulchro, venier hora, ficur ipſe ait, 

uando omnes qui ſunt in monumentis audient vocem. ejus, & prooedent. 
Reſuſciravic putentem, ſed tamen in cadavere putente, adhuc erat forma 
membrorum. llle in noviſſimo die ad unam vocem, cineres eſt redactur us 
in carnem: Sed oportebat, ut modo aliqua faceres, quibus datis velut ſua 
virtutis indiciis, credamus in eum, & — — — 
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eontroulable Argument of our Reſurrection (5) ; and fo our 
Apoſtle makes uſe of it as ſuch in the Verſe immediately fol- 
lowing my Text, For of we believe that Feſus died and roſe ag ain 
even ſo them alſo which ſlery in Feſus, will. God bring with 
kim. Chriſt roſe not as a private Perſon, but as the Head 
of the Body his Church: when he took up his own Life 


' which he laid down for us, he took top ours too; he 


looſed the Bands of Death, and broke the Bars of the 
Pit, not only for himſelf, but for all Believers alſo; and 
fo he became the firſt-born from the Dead, and they 
the Sons of the Reſurrection. So that the dark priſon 
of the Grave is now turned into a Dormitory, a Place 
of Repoſe for thoſe that ſleep in Jeſus, until the found- 
ing Trumpet ſhall awaken them to a Life that hath no 
Death attending it. Were our departed Friends loſt for 
ever, what Conſiderations ſhould we have to revive our 
drooping Spirits? But if we believe that Jeſus died and 
roſe again, we have ſo firm a Foundation to build our 
Hopes on, of the Reſurrection of our Holy Friends that 
are now monldring to Duſt, as that Infidelity it ſelf is 
not able to undermine. © Write it (ſaith the now glo- 


« rious Baxter) on the Grave-ſtones of your Friends, raf of 
« that CHRIST IS RISEN, and that BECAUSE P«b,p.20g4 


«HE 


ns mer 


(i) ReſurreRionem Chriſtiani novimus in capite noſtro jam fatam, & 
in Membris fururam caput Eccleſiæ Chriſtus eſt, Membra Chriſti Eccle- 
fia. Quod præceſſit in capite, ſequetur in corpore. Hzc eſt ſpes noſtra, 
ad hoc credimus, ad hoc duramus, & perſeveramus in tanta malignitate 
hujus ſeculi; conſolans nos ſpe, antequam 3 fiat res. Res enim erit, 
cum & nos reſurrexerimus, & in em habitum commutati, æquales 
Angelis facti fuerimus, Aug, in Pſal. 65. 3 

Credentes enim Reſurrectionem Chriſti, in noſtrum 4 9. credimus, 
propter quos ille g obiit & reſurrexit, ergo cum conſter de Neſurrectione 


mortuor um, vacat dolor mortis, vacat & impatientia doloris, c. Tertul. 

lib, de patient. j. 7. 7 
Chriſtus primogenitus ex morruts, primirias Maſſz corporum noſtrorum 
2 in ſepulchro poſitas ſuſcitavit, perrexit ad Cœlum, ſpem nobis Re- 
rectionis in Reſurrectione proprii corporis tribuens, unde & omnes fic 
ſicut ille reſurrexit, Cc. Hitrom, ad. 


ſperamus reſurgere ex mortuls, 
Fnnachium. 
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Col. 3. 4. 


« HE LIVE TH, WE SHALL LIVE ALSO; and; 
&« that OUR LIFE Is HID WITH CHRIST IN 
6 GOD, though we are dead; and when he ſhall ap- 
4 fear, who is our Life, we ſhall alſo appear. with him, 
„ and then the Bodies of our Friends that are now ſown 
&« in Corruption, Weakneſs and Diſhonour, ſhall be rai- 
„ ſed Incorruptible, Strong and Glorious: Then theſe In- 
© habitants of the dark Grave ſhall be brought into 
Light, and ſhall commence Sons of the Morning: 
Then the two old Friends, Soul and Body, that are at 
« preſent ſeparated from each other, ſhall meet, arrayed 
& with thoſe Beauties as ſhall charm them into an eternal 
„Union: And thus united, they ſhall be for ever with 
“ the Lord; wherefore comfort one another with theſe 
© things. by | SIE | 


